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Abstract

This is a postcolonial study of Colin Cotterill’s crime series, featuring Siri
Paiboun, the national coroner of the Lao PDR. Establishing an intersectional locus of
literary and historical studies, it engages the series in a palimpsestuous relationship
with the classic detective fiction while situating it in the split between the historical
and fictional narratives. It mainly argues that the postcolonial crime series deviates
from the generic conventions in order to investigate the social constraints under which
the coroner/detective operates. Later, the study examines official narratives that form
the basis of the national identity, or “Laoness,” only to see them destabilized by an
array of counter-narratives, confirming the plurality of national consciousness.
Noteworthily, both the literary and historical approaches are shot through with the
trope of spectrality, revealing the disruptive nature inherent in the genre, cultural

identity, and historical narrative and time.
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