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Abstract

This research aims to study, collect, record, transfer, and disseminate the
body of knowledge regarding wooden fishing vessel building at Samut Sakhon in a
systematic and concrete manner.  Methodologically, five crucial steps were
conducted, including 1) identifying a list of informants nominated by the community,
2) constructing a list of questions which were tried out to assess their effectiveness,
3) in-depth interviews, 4) non-participant observation through visits to shipyards in
which fishing vessels are repaired and/or modified, and 5) focus group discussions
which provided opportunities for the community members to exchange ideas and
opinions regarding fishing vessel construction. The findings reveal that the first
wooden fishing vessel construction shipyard was at Tha Chalorm District, Samut
Sakhon and was operated by the Hainanese immigrants to the area about 100 years
ago. The in-depth interviews conducted with 10 fishing vessel builders revealed that
most of the vessel builders completed only Grade level of education 4 but
accumulated local wisdom of fishing vessel building through the experience of
working at this first shipyard. The building of fishing vessels commenced with the
drawing of vessel frames by hand, followed by the laying of the keel, stern, frames,
girders, planks, etc. These skills and knowledge were not systematically shared and
disseminated. Therefore, in order to develop their building expertise, the vessel
builders were obligated to acquire the building skills “through the back door”.
Subsequently, given the development of technology and the success of fishing in
international waters, the construction of wooden fishing vessels has significantly
progressed in size, capacity, and styles of the deckhouse to accommodate the
increasing number of crew members. Samut Sakhon wooden fishing vessels are
uniquely known to be strong in construction and graceful in design, due to the
meticulous selection of quality woods and the exquisite figure of the vessels while
gracefully sailing in the sea. However, the interviews and the non-participant
observation show that this industry has suffered from a number of crises, including
the blockade of forests, which have had immediate adverse impacts on the fishing
industry and the skyrocketing price of oil. Finally, the situation has been exacerbated
since 2004: the continuing rise of wood and oil prices, the shortage of crew
members - be they local people or immigrants, the increasing popularity of fishing
vessels made of iron, and the construction of embankments around the province to
prevent floods. These phenomena contributed to the gradual closedown of about
20 shipyards in Samut Sakhon Province which eventually resulted in the demise of

the fishing vessel building industry. Currently, at shipyards, repairing and modifying



wooden fishing vessels instead of building new ones have become common. This
study has accomplished its objective by presenting detailed knowledge of wooden
fishing vessel construction, rare documents of building contracts, photos depicting
steps and parts of the vessels, especially those under the water and inside the
vessels, and accounts regarding a ritual to worship the goddess of the vessel stern. It
is expected that this research will instill in the community members the sense of
belonging and pride in this local wisdom and also generate ideas for future research
projects. Similarly, it is hoped that this body of knowledge will provide an impetus
for the community to consolidate their efforts in establishing community learning

centers and constructing model wooden fishing vessels for commercial applications.
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